
I-1  Les Voyelles de l’Alphabet- Translation

French vowel
Position
English

Comparison
Mouth 

muscles
Oral 

cavity
Tongue
Lips
French Words

Illustrating sound

a
frontal
Apple
Tense
Clear

Wide open
Flat
Rounded

Wide opened
fa, la, ma, 

fa, the, mine

e
frontal
Eh
Tense
Partially clear

Jaw forward
Flat
Forward rounded

Small circle
de, je, le, 

of, I, the

o
frontal
Go
Tense
Tunnel cavity

Lower the jaw


Flat
More forward than “e”

Small circle

(slightly bigger than “e”)
do, loto, 

do, lotto

i/y
frontal
See
Tense

(Chin forward)
Mostly closed        Tip down

(Slight gap between top of tongue and roof of mouth)
Corners apart

Smiling position
ni, si, ici

neither, if, here

Yves, cygne

Yves, swan

u
frontal
none
Very tense
Mostly closed
Tip down

Back up
Very small round opening

Whistling position
du, lu, nu, 

of the, read, naked

The difference between the I and the U is the position of the lips from a smile to a whistle. Make sure lips are moist before forming the U.

APPLICATION  I-1


a
e
i/y
o
u

1
Papa, dad
Ce, this
Ci, here, there
Toto
Tu, you

2
Nana
Te, to you
Pie, magpie
moto
Vu, seen

3
Tata, antie
Se, oneself
Vie, life
allo
Rue, street

4
Banal, trite
Me, to me
iris
zéro
Vue, site

5
polka
Ne, not
Midi, noon
Dos, back
Use

6
Rita
regret**, regret
Lyre
Nos, our
Muse

7
avale*, swallow (v)
Denise
Lyon
pot
Pur, pure

8
Java 
Que, that
pyramide
Trico, sweater
azur

9
L’Alaska
L’Angleterre

England
La Chine, China
photo
Honolulu

10
Le Canada
La France
L’Italie, Italy
Monaco
Russie, Russia

The difference between  I and  U is the position of the lips from a smile to a whistle.  Make sure lips are moist before forming the U.

       * Final “e” is silent



** Final consonants are usually silent.
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