I-3  Les Voyelles Orales Posterieures
Just as clear, crisp, and motionless as lesson 1 oral vowels. 

The sound of posterior a, o,  eu, e originates in the throat area.  Posterior vowels are stressed slightly longer.

FRENCH VOWEL
LOCATION
ENGLISH

comparaison
MOUTH MUSCLES
ORAL CAVITY
TONGUE
LIPS
FRENCH WORDS

Illustrating sound

a
Posterior
father
tense
hollow
flat
Opened & rounded
âme, âne

o
Posterior
Opera
tense
hollow
tip down

center rounded
Opened rounded

Drop lower jaw
or, Paul, nord, sol

eu
Posterior
father
tense
hollow
flat
Forward rounded

more opened
Bœuf, œil, seul, peur 

Note:  Use posterior “eu” in front of f, l, r, or before a syllable containing a silent “e” = “ heureuse”.

Note: Use posterior “o” in front of l –sol, r –nord, or before a syllable containing a silent “e” as in tonne, pomme, homme etc…

ê
Posterior
Yet
tense
Hollow
flat
Opened & rounded
tête, être

è
Posterior
Yet
tense
Hollow
flat
Opened & rounded
lève, planète

The tip of the tongue remains tucked down behind lower front teeth.  The center of the tongue moves up slightly in a convex position to produce the desired sounds especially for o.

APPLICATION      I-2

a
eu
o
ê
è

1
âme
cœur
col
tête
planète

2
âne
sœur
vol
être
comète

3
grâce
seul
sol
fêle
exprèss

4
pâte
leur
or
fête
frère

5
fâche
heureuse
nord
bête
mère

6
crâne
jeune
corps
pêche
père

7
infâme
peuple
tonne
fenêtre
indigène

8
lâche
heure
homme
même
intègre

9
mâle
neuf
fauve
mêle
interprète

10
Cléopâtre
danseuse
épaule
crêpe
lèvre
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