I-3  Les Voyelles Orales Posterieures
Just as clear, crisp, and motionless as lesson 1 oral vowels. 

The sound of posterior a, o,  eu, e originates in the throat area.  Posterior vowels are stressed slightly longer.

FRENCH VOWEL
LOCATION
ENGLISH

comparaison
MOUTH MUSCLES
ORAL CAVITY
TONGUE
LIPS
FRENCH WORDS

Illustrating sound

a
Posterior
father
tense
hollow
flat
Opened & rounded
âme, âne

soul, donkey

o
Posterior
Opera
tense
hollow
tip down

center rounded
Opened rounded

Drop lower jaw
or, Paul, nord, sol

gold, Paul, North, ground

eu
Posterior
father
tense
hollow
flat
Forward rounded

more opened
Bœuf, œil, seul, peur 

Beef (ox), eye, alone, fear

Note:  Use posterior “eu” in front of f, l, r, or before a syllable containing a silent “e” = “ heureuse”  (happy (F).

Note: Use posterior “o” in front of l –sol, r –nord, or before a syllable containing a silent “e” as in tonne, ton, pomme, apple, homme, man etc…

ê
Posterior
Yet
tense
Hollow
flat
Opened & rounded
tête, être

head, to be

è
Posterior
Yet
tense
Hollow
flat
Opened & rounded
lève, planète

get up, planet



APPLICATION      I-2 



a
eu
o
ê
è

1
Âme, soul
Cœur, heart
Col, collar
tête
planète

2
Âne, donkey
Sœur, sister
Vol, flight
être
Comète, comet

3
Grâce, grace
seul
Sol, ground
Fêle, crack (V)
Exprèss, express

4
Pâte, dough
leur
Or, gold
Fête, feast
Frère, brother

5
Fâche, anger (V)
heureuse
Nord
Bête, beast
Mère, mother

6
Crâne, skull
jeune
Corps, body
Pêche, peach
Père, father

7
Infâme, infamous
peuple
Tonne
Fenêtre, window
Indigène, native

8
Lâche, coward
heure
Homme
Même, same
Intègre, integral

9
Mâle, male
Neuf, new
Fauve, fawn
Mêle, mix (V)
Interprète, interpreter

10
Cléopâtre

Cleopatra
Danseuse

Dancer (F)
Épaule

shoulder
Crêpe

crepe
Lèvre

lip

(V=verb)
(F-feminine)

APPLICATION   I-3  (Supplément)

Contrasting frontal eu and posterieur eu

eu
eu

1
Queue  tail
Cœur, heart

2
Ceux  
Sœur  sister

3
Ceux  
Seul  alone

4
Bleu 
Leur  their

5
heureux
Heureuse happy (F)

6
peureux
Peureuse scared one (F)

7
peut
Peuple  people (population)

8
eux
Heure  hour

9
Noeud  knot
Neuf  new

10
Jeu  game
Jeune  young
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