I-4  COMPARAISON DES VOYELLES ANTERIEURES ET POSTERIEURES

CHART COMPAIRING FRONTAL and POSTERIOR VOWELS

The open/closed descriptions are relative.  If you take a look at both “A” sounds, 

the mouth is open for both. However to produce the posterior “a”, the cavity of the mouth is slightly deeper, bigger and wider.

 NOTE:  Not all posterior “a” have a circumflex accent â.

FRONTAL/CLOSED
POSTERIOR/OPEN

a/â
malle
mâle


lame
âme


patte
pâte


hache
lâche

eu/eu
peut
peur


eux 
œuf 


noeud
neuf, neuve


heureux
heureuse

o/o
beau
bol, borne, bosse, botte


au
offre, Olga, or, orphelin


sot
sauf, sol, sort


vos 
vol, vortex


pôle
Paul, Paule, port, porte


côte
coffre, col, colle, corps, corde

é/è/ê
bébé
bel, belle, bec, Bernard, bette, bête


dé
dès, delta, Delphine, derme, dette,


thé
tête, terre, taire, test


J’ai
J’aime, j’aide, gel, geste, j’espère


les
laine,  lève, leste

 NOTES:  When in doubt, use the frontal “a”, much more common than posterior “a”.  Usually, “eu” and “o” will be OPEN before “f”, “l”, “r”, and a syllable containing a silent “e” as illustrated with “heureuse” and.”sotte”.  OPEN  “ê” 1) accents, grave and circumflex, play a key role,  2) a double consonant will be involved as in “cette”, 3) a following “l” or “s” will cause the “ê”, and 4) the silent “e” rule applies. 
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