
I-6  LES VOYELLES COMPOSÉES AVEC i et y

COMPOUND VOWELS with i and y

The + indicates the presence of a vowel or a diacritic mark, associates of the letter.
i+

î
Île, 

island
Nîmes
Huître, 

oyster
Maître, 

master

ï
Héroïque,

 heroic
Maïs, 

maize
Eloïse
Naïveté, 

naivety

ie
pie
Vie, life
Varsovie, 

Warsaw
Paiement, 

payment

Y+
Y + consonnes
lyre
Yves
Rythme, 

rythm
Zéphyr, 

zephyr

Y+

(v + y + v)= (glide)
Payer, to pay
Voyager, to travel
Voyons, let’s see
ennuyer 

to bore

Y BETWEEN 2 VOWELS:   Imagine you have 2 “i”; one is pronounced with the preceding vowel, the other “i” is pronounced with the following vowel.  Phonetically, the examples given above may be constructed as follows:

Payer = pai + ier
Voyager = voi + iager

Voyons = voi + ions
Ennuyer = ennui + ier

APPLICATION  I-6

i+

1. Notre île est dans le Pacifique

Our island is in the Pacific Ocean.
2. Sa naïveté est surprenante.

His naivety is surprising.

3. Ce maïs est délicieux

This corn is delicious.
4.  J’aime la mie de pain.

I like bread crumb.

5. Eloïse aime les huîtres de Nîmes.

Eloise likes oysters from Nimes.

Y +

1. Yvette cuisine avec le thym de Provence.

Yvette cooks with thyme from Provence.

2. Yves préfère les lyres du Moyen Age.

Yves prefers lyres from the middle ages.

3. Font-ils du yoga en Yougoslavie?

Do they do yoga in Yugoslavia?

4. Voyons ces voyelles! 

Let’s see these vowels!

3. Payez le loyer!

Pay the rent!

4. Ayez la gentillesse de balayer le foyer.

Have the Kindness to sweep the foyer.

5. Vous ennuyez-vous quand vous voyagez?

Are you bored when you travel?
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