I-8  LES  SEMI-VOYELLES

SEMI-VOWELS

Semi-vowels occur when two vowels are featured in one syllable.  They combine to form a unique sound or semi-vowel.

1.  This semi-vowel sounds as the “Y’ in yes.

hier
balayer
diamant
nation
panier

2.  This one sounds like the “WHA” in what.

oui
soif
souhait
Louis
croire

3.  This one involves a dominant “u”.  Lips have to be absolutely puckered in a whistling position with moist lips.

nuit
lui
suite
tuer
ennui

ALPHABET.   After studying in details the vowels, let’s take a look at the French alphabet.  

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
I
J

K
L
M
N
O
P
Q
R
S
T

U
V
W
X
Y
Z





BELOW ARE THE LETTERS YOU CAN EXPECT TO FIND WHEN YOU READ A FRENCH TEXT:

To the French alphabet we have added ç and œ and all diacritic marks, accents and tréma [ ë, ï, ü ] on vowels. Note:  It is customary not to place accents on capital letters.
a, à, â,
B
C, ç
D
e,  é,  è,  ê,  ë,
F
G

H
i,  î,  ï
J
K
L
M
n
o,  ô,  oe

P
Q
R
S
T
u,  ù,  û,  ü
V
W

X
Y
Z








APPLICATION  I-8    

1. Oui, Pierre a soif!
2. Louis a enfoui le diamant hier soir.

3. A tes souhaits!
4. Cette nuit, part de Lyon sans lui!

5. Je te rejoins en Juin.
6. Le soleil luit pour tout le monde.

7. Je crois la voir le soir dans son peignoir.

Contrasting Semi-Vowels

Semi-Vowel without a dominant “u”
With a dominant “u”

oui
huit

Louis
lui

soif
suif

joie
juif

louer
luit

houille
huile

enfouit
enfuit

souhait
suer
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