II-3  ACCENTS, TREMAS ETC…

CHART OF THE THREE FRENCH ACCENTS

Aigu    '
é= été, bébé, santé (summer, baby, health)

Grave  `
à= la/là, a/à, (to distinguish grammatical roles of                                .     homonyms), déjà
è  = élève, après, problème

ù= ou/où (or/where) (to distinguish ou/où homonyms; the only case of accent on ù in the French language)

Circonflexe ^
â= pâte, appât, crâne, âcre, grâce, mâle, mât 

dough, bait, skull, bitter, grace, male, mast

ê= tête, fête, fenêtre, être, bête

î=  abîme, île, huître, boîte, croître, maître, 

abiss, island, oyster, box, to grow, master

ô= depôt, hôtel, [côte, le nôtre to mark a frontalvowel]

û= ragoût, jeûner, flûte, crûment(du/dû, mur/mûr, 

stew, to not eat, flute, crudely, of the/owed, wall/ripe

sur/sûr, to distinguish different grammatical structures)

on/sure

COMPARAISON OF FRENCH, ENGLISH & SPANISH SPELLINGS OF SAME WORD

FRENCH
ENGLISH
SPANISH

château
castle
castillo

hâte
haste
(none)

bête
beast
bestia

honnête
honest
honesto

île
island
isla

maître (mât)
master (mast)
maestro

hôpital
hospital
hospital

côte
coast
costa

dépôt
deposit
deposito

coûter
to cost
costar

goût
taste (gustatory)
gusto

Tréma:  allows both vowels to keep their respective character phonetically
¨
ë= Noël, Christmas, Raphaël, ciguë, hemlock, aiguë, sharp, ambiguë, ambiguous (contrast with longue, long, figue, fig, bague, ring, vague, vague (wave), algue, algea, digue, dam, ligue, league)

ï= aïe! ouch! laïc, secular, maïs, corn, aïeux, ancesters, Haïku, haiku, ouïr, to hear                 

ü= Capharnaüm, Saül
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